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Swains Lane Local Nature Reserve, Welington

Come and enjoy the nature and wildlife of Swains Lane

Directions: Swains Lane Local Nature Reserve
From Swains Lane, Wellington turn into Burrough Way Swains Lane

and then right into The Brambles. Near the northern Local Nature

end a narrow pathway on the left gives Reserve

access to the reserve.

comprises two

fields, one an female
old orchard, Palmate Newt
which is now largely surrounded by new housing

development in Wellington. Several older apple
trees remain and new cider apple standards have
Swatine Line Lasal been planted. The southern field, which lies several

metres below the northern field, contains a
Nature Reserve seasonal pond.

Access from

This pond holds an important
The Brambles

o pgpula‘Fion of amphibians
including the rare great crested
/ newt and other species such as
palmate newt, frog and toad. Because
B the pond tends to dry out in the summer
fish are not present
to predate the
amphibian eggs
and tadpoles.
In winter a
large
proportion of
the lower
corner of the
field floods
creating an ideal
habitat to which

S Boardwalk o
3 the amphibians can

metres . .
return in spring. Slow
(o] 10 20 =20 .
1 ) , ) worms, which are actually legless
SCALE ol Bl lizards, also occur.
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Swains Lane Local Nature Reserve

The pond is heavily vegetated with flote grass and building may be used by roosting
water-pepper, while water crowfoot, fan-leaved water bats such as common pipistrelle or
crowfoot and brooklime are also present. soprano pipistrelle. Bats vary their

roost sites throughout the year, and
The surrounding grassland is semi-improved but species such as pipistrelle favour
contains occasional cuckoo flower, meadowsweet, warm roof eaves in summer to give
dove's-foot crane’s-bill, self-heal, red clover and other birth to their young.

herb species.

A boardwalk has been constructed to improve access

Banked hedgerows bound most of the site and are and a circular pathway is cut through the grassland
mainly of English elm, much of which continues to die during the summer. Ideally, the
back from Dutch Elm Disease. Ash, elder, field maple, grassland should be lightly

common dogwood, hawthorn, blackthorn and spindle grazed or cut for hay in late
also occur and there is an old pollard pendunculate oak  July.

adjacent to the pond. Bluebells, dog's mercury, hedge

woundwort and red campion can be found below the Useful Contacts

hedges. Somerset Wildlife Trust

Tonedale Mill, Tonedale,
Smaller birds, including song thrush, dunnock and robin,  \Wellington TA2| 0AW

nest in the hedges and a wryneck has been seen inthe  Tg|: 01823 652400
orchard trees on passage. A sparrowhawk sometimes

visits the reserve in search of prey. English Nature

(Somerset Team)
The remains of a Roughmoor, Bishops Hull,
small barn stand Taunton, Somerset
adjacent to the TA| 5AA.
entrance and it is Tel: 01823 28321 |

hoped that the roof

and cladding of the Written and lllustrated by John Clare
for Taunton Deane Borough Council

Comm.on Frog

If You Require Further Information o ) Bengali
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Please Contact: W65 A1 PGS bW, ST TR GRTER T 63 T9E 01823 356493
Heritage & Landscap e, 4 weq] E-13E T4 heritage.landscape@tauntondeane.gov.uk

Taunton Deane Borough Council, ~ Chinese
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Hindi

Tel: 01823 356493 SR ST TH TR o SR TE A A, 7 A el 9ur, e i,

e =1 1 ¥ =RA T, 7 G v g A w e St 01823 356493
Ema|I.themJ‘Eaged.Iandscape(%tauntondeane.gov.uk g S w heritage andscape@tauntondeane govadk
www.tauntondeane.gov.u

Portuguese
Parks Team Se desejar a tradugdo deste documento para um outro idioma ou em Braille,letras
’ d te de dudio ou CD, contact lo telefone 01823 356493
Chris Mulcahy (Asistant Horticultural Officer) grandes, casseis ce audlo ou LD, comacie-nos pelo leletone

ou pelo endereco de correio electronico heritage.landscape@tauntondeane.gov.uk

Tel: 01823 356362

Polish
W celu uzyskania niniejszego dokumentu w innym jezyku, w jezyku Braille'a,
If you would like this document translated into wydrukowanego duzym drukiem, nagranego na tasme dzwigkowa
. . . . lub CD prosimy o kontakt pod telefonu 01823 356493
other languages or in Braille, large print, audio tape, g prosimy © Komakh po¢ numerem feiefonu

lub na adres heritage.landscape@tauntondeane.gov.uk
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or CD please contact us.
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